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It is a species of terrestrial 
mollusk na�ve to East Africa 
(Kenya and Tanzania). It is 
considered one of the 100 most 
invasive species for vegetables 
worldwide. 

It feeds on more than 500 
species, among which are: fungi, 
lichens and plants, many other of 
commercial interest. 

Therefore, it has become a threat to 
agriculture, na�ve ecosystems and wildlife. 
In addi�on, it acts as a vector of diseases 
for humans. 

It is transported to various parts of 
the world for use as a pet, human food, 
research, medicine, pharmaceu�cal and 
religious purposes. 

*It has no biological control agents 

It causes havoc on crops such as: 

Corn       Cocoa    Cotton     Citruses   Passion
                    fruit 

Banana   Beans  Yucca    Pumpkin Lettuce

Papaya Cantaloupe  Pineapple    Ornamental 
plants 

It can reach 30 cm in length 

Its shell is conical, it can reach 13 cm in length, it is smooth and 
shiny, it has a spiral shape, its apex ends in a point, it has 5 to 9 whorls 
and the last one is larger than the others. The color of its shell is reddish 
brown with slightly yellow or light brown ver�cal stripes. They may vary 
due to environmental condi�ons or  
feeding (the color is always  
lighter towards the apex). 

NOTIFY any suspicious cases at: 
800 987 98 79 

alerta.fitosanitaria@senasica.gob.mx 
Comité Estatal o Junta Local de Sanidad Vegetal del Estado 

osiap.org.mx
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African Giant Snail
Achatina fúlica or Lissachatína full 
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