
Ongoing Government efforts to reduce use of glyphosate 

It is a priority of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development to offer 

producers new techniques that build trust among users and allow them to 

maintain the high productive capacity and profitability that characterizes Mexican 

farms. 

 

The Mexican Government is working firmly and permanently to comply with the 

Presidential Decree of December 31, 2020, which orders the gradual reduction, 

and subsequent elimination by January 2024, of the herbicide glyphosate in 

Mexican, as well as the prohibition of Transgenic corn, declared the 

undersecretary of Food Self-Sufficiency, Víctor Suárez Carrera. 

At the head of the 26th conference of the Food Self-Sufficiency and Technological 

Innovation cycle, organized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 

the official affirmed that in Mexico there are multiple and very rich experiences in 

sustainable agriculture in process of development, by reducing or eliminating 

glyphosate and other agrochemicals. 

The protagonists are small and medium-scale producers who are beneficiaries of 

the Production for Wellbeing Program (PpB), and large-scale producers are 

joining this trend, he stressed. 

These experiences occur in PpB’s Technical Support Strategy (EAT), with the 

core support of agroecological technicians and innovative producers--who 

already have advanced work on sustainable practices--he declared at the 

conference called Agroecological Transition of Small and Medium Producers, 

without Glyphosate, where technicians and producers from towns in Chiapas, 

Jalisco, Michoacán, Oaxaca and Guerrero, presented their practices and results. 

The undersecretary pointed out that the EAT is implemented in 34 regions, 

involving 500 municipalities in 27 states, from Chihuahua, Sinaloa and 

Tamaulipas to Veracruz, Chiapas and the Yucatan Peninsula, and its objective is 

to improve food self-sufficiency of corn, beans, and milpa, wheat, rice, coffee, 

sugar cane, cocoa, amaranth, chia, honey and milk. 

Director-in-chief of National Service for Agro-alimentary Public Health, Safety and 

Quality (Senasica, in Spanish), Francisco Javier Trujillo Arriaga, stressed that the 

spirit of the Presidential Decree of December 31, 2020 clearly establishes to 

replace the herbicide glyphosate with agroecological technologies and not with 



another chemical substance, which could have harmful effects on the 

environment or human health. 

He expressed that it is a priority of the Ministry of Agriculture to offer producers 

new techniques that build trust among users and allow them to maintain the high 

productive capacity and profitability that currently characterizes Mexican farms. 

He invited the developers of agroecological techniques in Mexico to approach the 

National Research Institute in Forestry, Agricultural and Livestock (INIFAP, in 

Spanish), the competent authority of Ministry of Agriculture to generate 

technological innovation products, which is currently working on pilot projects to 

replace glyphosate. 

José Atahualpa Estrada, participant in the Technical Support Strategy, declared 

that EAT aims to develop the capacities of producers through more sustainable 

and resilient systems with work focused on soil, plant and environment. 

He added that EAT involves not only technical stuff, but also rural development, 

the organization of producers, reassessment of producers’ knowledge and 

dialogue of knowledge established between technicians and scientists. In 

addition, it fosters generational handover by integrating the work of Young People 

Building the Future who work hand in hand with their farming tutors. 

He specified that in Mexico there are 556 Field Schools (ECAS) for the cultivation 

of grains--the purpose of which is to act as agroecological beacons. These are 

located in 177 municipalities in 21 states; out of them, 477 are for corn; 71, for 

milpa; 15, for beans; and three, for rice. Every school has an innovative producer, 

who is the leader of regional participatory development, and 18 percent of them 

are women. 

Estrada Aguilar provided indicators regarding the EAT progress by comparing the 

2020 spring/summer cycles against 2019 specifically in regard to corn and milpa. 

In all Field Schools, the number of adopted agroecological practices increased 

significantly, in particular those of conservation and improvement of soils, 

nutrition of crops and strengthening of biodiversity. In ECAS for corn, the number 

of practices rose from 2.5 to 10 and in those of milpa, from 3 to 9. 

He pointed out that in Cornfield Schools in 2019 a total of 311 used herbicide, 

and by 2020 that figure dropped to 200. As for glyphosate, the number of Schools 

that used it in 2019 dropped by 57 percent in the following year. As for milpa, 

there was also a significant reduction, and today only five ECAS use glyphosate. 

He also commented that in ECAS the investment in agrochemicals fell. In corn 

ones, it went from 3,300 to 1,500 pesos per hectare, and in bio-inputs the 

investment increased, from 300 to 2,200 pesos per hectare (recording the bio-

input production made by farmers themselves) Something similar happened in 

milpa: spending on agrochemicals decreased by 70 percent and investment in 

bio-inputs grew by 350 percent. 

He explained that there has been an increase in yields per hectare. In corn ECAS, 

these increased from 2.3 to 2.5 tons per hectare. Although the increase is 



modest, it is significant considering that agroecological practices were 

implemented and that producers have had to face drought, frost and now intense 

rains. 

Producers from Ciénega de Jalisco, from the municipality of Tila, Chiapas; from 

Valles Centrales region, Oaxaca; from Angamacutiro, Michoacán, and 

Ometepec, Guerrero, attended the conference together with their agroecological 

technicians from EAT. 

They discussed their particular experiences, all with positive results in costs, 

yields and healthy harvests. 


