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§  UNFC Petroleum Guidelines Project 
§  UNFC categories and classes 
§  G-axis uncertainty 
§  Project commerciality 
§  Environmental and social considerations 
§  Petroleum project definition 
§  Exploration projects 
§  Additional quantities in place-unrecoverable 
§  UNFC Sub-classes 
§  Closing Remarks 
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PWG Project   
UNFC Specifications and Guidelines for Petroleum 
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UNFC 
Categories and Classes 
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UNFC 
Generic Specifications – Petroleum G-axis Uncertainty 1 
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UNFC	  Categories	  

G1	   1P	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Reserves	  (incremental)	  G2	   2P-‐1P	  

G3	   3P-‐2P	  

G1	   1P	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Reserves	  (Scenario)	  G1+G2	   2P	  

G1+G2+G3	   3P	  

G1	   1C	  -‐	  Low	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Con)ngent	  Resources	  G1+G2	   2C	  -‐	  Best	  

G1+G2+G3	   3C	  -‐	  High	  

G4.1	   Low	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Prospec)ve	  Resources	  G4.1+G4.2	  (=G4)	   Best	  

G4.1+G4.2+G4.3	   High	  



UNFC 
Generic Specifications – Petroleum G-axis Uncertainty 2 
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UNFC	  ‘minimum’	  categories	   UNFC	  Class	  

E1	   F1	   G1,	  G2,	  G3	   Commercial	  Projects	  

E2	   F2	   G1,	  G2,	  G3	   Poten)ally	  Commercial	  
Projects	  

E3	   F2	   G1,	  G2,	  G3	   Non-‐Commercial	  Projects	  

E3	   F4	   G1,	  G2,	  G3	   Addi)onal	  in	  Place	  

E3	   F3	   G4	   Explora)on	  Projects	  

E3	   F4	   G4	   Addi)onal	  in	  Place	  

•  E	  and	  F	  categories	  set	  minimum	  standards	  for	  Classes	  	  
	  e.g.	  Poten)al	  Commercial	  Project	  can	  be	  E2F2,	  E1F2,	  E2F1	  

•  Non-‐Sales	  quan))es	  are	  always	  classified	  as	  E3	  



UNFC 
Project Commerciality - Petroleum 
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key	   UNFC	  Class	  

1	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Commercial	  Projects	  2	  

3	  

4	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Poten)al	  Commercial	  Projects	  
	  

5	  

6	  

7	   Non-‐commercial	  Projects	  

11	   Unrecoverable	  

8	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Explora)on	  Projects	  9	  

10	  

11	   Unrecoverable	  

12	   Defined	  in	  alternate	  system	  

Grey	   Uncommon	  mappings	  



§  E-axis categories explicitly define to take account of the 
social and environmental issues which may be relevant to the 
commercial viability of the petroleum extraction project 

§  This is in addition to legal, economic and other non-technical 
factors 

§  Time estimate of impact of social and environmental issues to 
be considered as part of life-cycle project planning 

§  Environmental and social impediments may prevent a project 
from proceeding or cessation of an ongoing project (unless 
remedial action taken agreed with all stakeholders) 

UNFC 
Environmental and Social Considerations 
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§  A	  Petroleum	  Project	  is	  a	  defined	  development	  which	  provides	  the	  
basis	  for	  economic	  evalua)on	  and	  decision-‐making.	  	  

§  Explora;on	  and	  appraisal	  delinea;on	  drilling	  form	  the	  early	  
stages	  of	  evalua)on	  and	  the	  Project	  may	  be	  defined	  only	  in	  
conceptual	  terms.	  	  

§  More	  mature	  Projects	  will	  be	  defined	  in	  significant	  detail.	  	  
§  Where	  no	  petroleum	  development	  can	  currently	  be	  defined	  for	  all	  

or	  part	  of	  a	  accumula;on,	  based	  on	  exis)ng	  technology	  or	  
technology	  currently	  under	  development,	  all	  quan))es	  associated	  
with	  that	  accumula;on	  (or	  part	  thereof)	  are	  classified	  in	  Category	  
F4.	  	  

UNFC 
Petroleum Project Definition 

9	  



UNFC 
Exploration Projects 
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UNFC 
Additional Quantities in Place-Unrecoverable 
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UNFC 
Sub-Classes 
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•  NB:	  Sub-‐categories	  set	  ‘minimum’	  standards	  for	  sub-‐classes.	  	  
	  e.g.	  Development	  pending	  must	  be	  at	  least	  E2F2.1	  and	  cannot	  be	  E3	  or	  F2.2	  (or	  lower)	  
	  However,	  it	  can	  be	  E1F2.1	  or	  E2F1.3	  



§  UNFC is a stand alone classification system for Petroleum 
§  UNFC maps seamlessly to other classification systems such 

as PRMS, RF2013, etc. 
§  UNFC stands out for incorporating environmental and social 

considerations into the petroleum project consideration (new 
or ongoing) 

§  UNFC has the added advantage of its potential application 
and utility to resources other than petroleum (e.g. minerals, 
renewables, etc.).  which single commodity focused 
classifications do not have that flexibility   

Concluding Remarks 
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§  For Generic specifications 
§  ‘Shall’ means provision is mandatory 
§  ‘Should’ means provision is preferred 
§  ‘May’ means alternative provisions are equally viable 

UNFC 
Generic Specifications - Petroleum 
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UNFC 
Primary Classes 
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UNFC  
Classes and sub-classes 
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UNFC  
G-Axis Categories and definitions 
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UNFC  
F-Axis Categories and Definitions 
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UNFC  
E-Axis Categories and Definitions 
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UNFC  
E-Axis sub-Categories and Definitions 
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UNFC  
F-Axis sub-Categories and Definitions 
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UNFC 
Project Commerciality 
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key	   UNFC	  Class	  

1	   Producing	  

2	   Dev	  Approved	  

3	   Dev	  Jus)fied	  

4	   Poten)al	  Commercial	  Projects	  

5	   Dev	  on	  Hold	  

6	   Dev	  Unclear	  

7	   Dev	  Unviable	  

11	   Unrecoverable	  

8	   Prospect	  

9	   Lead	  

10	   Play	  

11	   Unrecoverable	  

12	   Defined	  in	  alternate	  system	  

Uncommon	  mappings	  


