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I greet with appreciation and give the warmest 

welcome to Oaxaca to our friend Agustín García-

López Loaeza, Director of the Mexican Agency for 

International Cooperation for Development 

(AMEXCID), organizer of this Third Retreat of the 

Group of Friends of Monterrey. 

 

I am also pleased to greet the distinguished Liu 

Zhenim, Under-Secretary-General for Economic 

and Social Affairs of the United Nations, and 

Antonio Molpeceres, Representative of the United 

Nations Development Program in Mexico. 

 

Of course, I cordially welcome all the diplomats and 

representatives of the United Nations who come 

together in this meeting of great relevance for the 

sustainable development of our countries. 

 

I am also grateful for the presence of specialists from 

several countries, who on March 19th and 20th will 

address important issues that allow us to identify the 

challenges and scope of this common struggle of our 

peoples to achieve better conditions within the 

framework of the 2030 Agenda. 
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It is important to highlight that the results of this 

meeting will serve as a platform for the next Annual 

Forum of the Economic and Social Council of the 

United Nations, and the High Level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development 2018, which will strengthen 

our struggle for a better world. 

 

I thank all of you here for choosing Oaxaca to make 

this great event in our capital city, which has the name 

of Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the United Nations, 

along with the Archaeological Zone of Monte Albán and 

the Prehistoric Caves of Yagul and Mitla. 

 

We receive you with appreciation, with the sure that 

you will fully enjoy the natural, cultural, historical and 

gastronomic wealth that our entity offers. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

For Oaxacans, it is a reason to welcome the Third 

Retreat of the Group of Friends of Monterrey, which 

has become an important space for critical and open 

dialogue that allows participating countries to seek and 

design new routes to strengthen the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Agenda. 
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An Agenda of strategic value at the global level, whose 

action plan focuses on the search of prosperity of our 

nations, at the time of strengthening universal peace 

and the access to justice for women and men alike. 

 

I refer to an international coordination task whose 

biggest challenge is the eradication of poverty, which is 

the biggest obstacle to achieving sustainable 

development based on the 17 objectives that integrate 

its agenda. 

 

In this great opportunity –dear friends– I want to thank 

and acknowledge the approach and cooperation work 

that AMEXCID has been developing with the 

Government of the State of Oaxaca through various 

actions such as the Social Cohesion Laboratory, 

which is great help to shore up our public policies on 

issues such as human rights, the gender approach and 

the protection of the environment, among others. 

 

And of course, I would like to thank AMEXCID for the 

great support that gives to Oaxaca for the initiatives 

that are undertaken for the economic reactivation and 

reconstruction of the affected areas by the earthquakes 

of September last year, especially in the Isthmus of 

Tehuantepec. 
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Oaxaca is standing, and for that we recognize the 

support of the international community and of all of you 

in overcoming this emergency. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

We know that all nations and peoples have specific 

challenges in our fight against poverty and inequality; 

nevertheless, we are on the same path in the 

construction of inclusive societies, whose pillars are the 

safeguarding of human rights, the empowerment of 

women, food security and, of course, the fight against 

climate change. 

 

The Government of Oaxaca has very clear the 

challenges we face as a society, in the permanent task 

of combating the expressions of inequality and poverty 

that hurt many sectors of our social fabric. 

 

For this reason, my Government has aligned its social 

policy to the 17 objectives set out in the 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda, in order to 

increase health coverage, access to education and 

food, care for people with disability, social security and 

decent housing, among other strategic priority points. 
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This is reflected in the Budget Programmatic 

Framework of this Government with a direct impact on 

132 goals of these objectives. 

 

Likewise, Oaxaca has adhered to the National 

Inclusion Strategy, a tool of the Republic Government 

that allows us to strengthen ties of collaboration with 

the Federation, to direct resources towards the 

reduction of social deficiencies in the state. 

 

With this, the state of Oaxaca joins proactively to the 

definition and implementation of a global agenda, 

always open to responsible dialogue that allows us to 

advance in common strategies to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

For all these reasons, I would like to express to all our 

distinguished national and international participants of 

this Third Retreat of the Group of Friends of 

Monterrey, that Oaxaca looks to the future with 

responsible and concrete actions that contribute to the 

construction of a better society; always keeping in mind 

that the transformation must start from home. 
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And from our house, which is Oaxaca, we continue 

working to face the challenges in a framework of co-

responsibility between society and government, where 

all voices and sectors walk hand in hand to build the 

future we want for our children and families. 

 

I can only thank once again that you have chosen our 

beautiful state for the realization of this Third Retreat, 

with the sureness that its results will reaffirm a better 

international coordination for the achievement of justice 

and prosperity of our peoples. 

 

I sincerely congratulate the members of the AMEXCID 

for this major effort for sustainable global development. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

In this way I am very pleased to make the inaugural 

declaration of this meeting of great importance, so I 

request that we stand up to proceed with the protocol. 
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OPENING PROTOCOL 

 

  

Being the _____ hours of Monday, March 19th, 2018, it 

is a great privilege for me to formally declare the Third 

Retreat of Group Friends of Monterrey, with the 

conviction that these journeys will strengthen the 

commitment to work together to achieve international 

synergy more effective and profitable. 

  

Thank you very much. 


