
 

 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR  

REGISTRATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS 

 

NAME OF GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION 

Vinho Verde 

PRODUCT CATEGORY 

Wine 

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 

Portugal 

APPLICANT 

Instituto da Vinha e do Vinho, IP 

5 Rua Mouzinho da Silveira 

1250-165 Lisboa 

Portugal 

 

351 213 506 700 

info@ivv.min-agricultura.pt 

PROTECTION IN COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 

Date of Protection in the European Union: 24/12/1991 

Date of protection in the Member State and reference to national decision: 18 September 1908, 

Carta de Lei de 18 de Setembro de 1908 and Decreto n. º 12 866, 21 December 1926, currently 

Portaria n. º 668/2010, 11 August 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION 

 Raw Material 

Varieties: 

Borraçal N 

Pedral N 

Sercial B 

Pical 

Sémillon B 

Batoca B 

Padeiro N 

Vinhao N 

Malvasia Rei B 

Cainho B 

Malvasia Fina B 

Talia B 

Arinto B 

Verdelho Tinto N 

Rabo de Anho N 

Lameiro B 

Folgasao B 

Trincadeira N 

Amaral N 

Cascal B 

Trajadura B 

Alvarinho B 

Fernao Pires B 

Labrusco N 

Alicante Bouschet N 

Grand Noir N 

Loureiro B 

S. Mamede B 

Touriga Nacional N 

Alvarelhao N 

Godelho B 

Azal B 

Mourisco N 

Avesso B 

Sousao N 

Baga N 

Doce N 

Doçal N 

Diagalves B 

Pintosa B 

Verdial Tinto N 

Espadeiro N 



 

 

Espadeiro Mole N Esganoso B Esganinho B 

 Alcohol content:  

a) Wines entitled to the designation of origin ‘Vinho Verde’ (called ‘Vinho Verde’):  the 

minimum actual alcoholic strength by volume is 9% vol. for wines entitled to a reference 

to a sub-region and 11.5% vol. for wines entitled to use the Alvarinho vine variety 

b) Wines entitled to the designation of origin ‘Vinho Verde’ with the description 

‘Vindima tardia’ have a minimum natural alcoholic strength by volume of 15% vol. 

c) Quality sparkling wines entitled to the designation of origin ‘Vinho Verde’ (called 

‘Espumante de Vinho Verde’) have an actual alcoholic strength by volume equal to or 

above 10% vol. 

 Physical Appearance 

‘Vinho Verde’ white wines must be of a colour varying between discoloured citrine and light 

golden. ‘Vinho Verde’ red wines must be of a colour varying between ruby red and dark red. 

‘Vinho Verde’ red wines of the ‘Palhete’ or ‘Palheto’ type and ‘Vinho Verde’ red wines of the 

‘Clarete’ type must be of a light ruby or ruby colour. ‘Vinho Verde’ rosé wines must be of a pink 

colour. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF GEOGRAPHICAL AREA  

The geographical area of production of ‘Vinho Verde’ includes the following administrative 

divisions: 

 

a) All the municipalities of the districts of Braga and Viana do Castelo; 

b) In the district of Aveiro, the municipalities of Arouca, Castelo de Paiva and Vale de Cambra 

and the parish of Ossela in the municipality of Oliveira de Azeméis; 

c) In the district of Porto, the municipalities of Amarante, Baião, Felgueiras, Gondomar, Lousada, 

Maya, Marco de Canaveses, Matosinhos, Paços de Ferreira, Paredes, Penafiel, Póvoa do Varzim, 

Santo Tirso, Trofa, Valongo and Vila do Conde; 

d) In the district of Vila Real, the municipalities of Mondim de Basto and Ribeira de Pena; 

e) In the district of Viseu, the municipalities of Cinfães and Resende, with the exception of the 

parish of Barrô. 

  

LINK WITH GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 

Topography and climate 

 

The climate of the region depends to a great extent on the orographic characteristics and the river 

network. The annual rainfall patterns are the most distinctive feature.  Annual rainfall is relatively 

high (1 200 mm on average) and irregular throughout the year, with the heaviest rainfall 

occurring in the winter and the spring. Temperatures vary according to the amount of rainfall. The 

warmest periods are those when there is the least rain and the coldest are those when there is the 

most rain. 

 

The average annual temperature and the average maximum and minimum temperatures are not 

too high or too low, which means that the climate is mild. 

 

The topography of the region is relatively irregular. The area is crossed by a dense network of 

valleys linked to the river network. The network becomes denser as you move inland, away from 

the coast. 

 

Geology and soils 



 

 

 

Most of the soils are of granite origin. Two narrow strips of slate origin cross the area from the 

south-east to the north-west starting south of the River Douro; one of the strips dates back to the 

Silurian Period and features carboniferous and salty formations, while the other strip is composed 

of schists from the Archaic Period.  

 

The soils are generally shallow and somewhat heterogeneous. Therefore vine growers must select 

soils that are the best suited to viticulture, such as soils of average depth with good internal 

drainage. 

 

Viticulture 

 

The vines are characterised by their wide coverage and different cultivation systems. The vines 

are found principally in river valleys, because it is there that they reveal their full potential at mid-

height and that people have settled over the centuries. 

 

Vines growing on trellises, tree trunks or stakes and covering pathways and vines interspersed 

with trees along fields are some of the most distinctive landscape features of northwest Portugal. 

Several wines are still produced from these vines. Their character is linked as much to the natural 

conditions of the region as to these typical ways of growing vine. 

 

Nowadays specific support structures are needed to implant vines in the RDVV. For this reason 

and in order to preserve the characteristics of these wines, the most recent cultivation systems 

have been developed for the purpose of facilitating vineyard tilling and improving the production 

conditions without, however, changing the traditional principles of vine growing.  

SPECIFIC LABELLING RULES (IF ANY) 

 […] 

CONTROL BODY 

Comissão de Viticicultura da Região dos Vinhos Verdes (CVRVV) 

318 Rua da Restauração 

4050-501 Porto 

Portugal 

 


