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Fresno, California 93720 ° Direccién General de Consultoria Juridica
' da Negociasiones
Alfonso Reyes No. 30, Piso 17
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Re:  Robert Azinian and others v. United Mexican States
¢ e No.

Dear Sirs,

I refer to the fwo communications of the United Mexican States of June 14, 1999
and to the Claimants' communication of June 15, 1999, made in connection with the
hearing on the merits to be held from Juna 21 theough June 25, 1959.

In one ofits. Juna 14, 1999 communications, the United Mexican States announcad
that it hes been informed that the Government of Canada wishes to have a represemtative

attend next week’s hesring “in arder to exercise Canada's rights under NAFTA Article
1128." . '

The President of the Tribuml {3 ssked me to inform you that any such written
requestﬁ-omtherarmeMnmedatobeallowadmmndthcheuingwouldba
received by the Tribunal and the pastics at a rather surprisingly late stage in the
proceeding. Tt would be diffioult in these circumstances for the Tribunal to make a ruling

on such an eventual request before the beginning of the hearing itself.

Article 1128 of the NAFTA provides that, “[o]n written notica ta the disputing
parties, 2 Party may make submissions 10 & Tribunal on a question of intarpretation of” the
NAFTA. The President of the Tribunal notes that there is nothing in Article 1128 of the
NAFXTA. which requires @ Tiibiifial in 2 proceeding to allow a third NAFTA Party 1o be
physically prosent at 2 hearing order to make the submissions referred to in that Axticle.
Such submissions could instead, and probably mare usefully, be made in writing. In the
event that such a third NAFTA Party were unusually to request to be present at a hearing,
the disputing parties and ths Tibunal would no doubt expect such 2 request to be made in
good time. On this buis,'a‘nd without prejudice to the admissiblllty of other forms of
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submissions, it is by no means certain in this case that the Government of Canada will be
allowed to be present at next week's hearing.

The United Mexican States’ other communication of June 14, 1999 ineludes a
request for the Tribunal to call for the Claimants to produce certain documents. The
President of the Tribunal -calls on each of the partics to reflect on, and give serious
consideration to, the postibility of complying with the requests for documentation made
by the other party. In addition, the President reminds the parties that non-compliance with
such requests must be justified, or may lead to fair aomment by the other side, or indesd
adversa inferences by the Tribunal

Finally, I take this opportutity to inform you that the President of the Tribunal
wishes to commence the hearing at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, Yune 21, 1959, The hearing will
take place m Confersnce Room H1-200, located on the first Soor of the World Bank's
“}1 building, at 600 15® Street, N'W. (entrancs on 19% Straet between G and F Streets).
Please find attached a floor plan of Conference Room H1-200, on which a seating
arrangement has been marked in consultation with the Tribunal. Break-out rooms will be
availahle in the building for each of the partes.

Funhcrtothe_nmasalrendymouncedbythepa:ﬁea. we would appreciate
receiving from each party a complete list of the persons who will be attending the hearing
on their behalf, Admigsion passes will be issued in advance for such persons at the lobby
of the “1¥" building, and may be collected by showing phota identification.
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Alejandro A, Escobar
Secretary of the Tribunal
‘Attachment E e
oc (with attachment):
Mr. Jan Paulsson
Mr. Bepjamin R, Civiletti
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