
 

Honourable Excellencies,  

Distinguished delegates, 

 

Good morning. Welcome to the Friends of Monterrey Retreat and to what I believe will be two days of 

fascinating discussion and debate around the IATF Report and the FFD Process.  

 

Germany has been part of the Group of Friends of Monterrey since the beginning. Following the successful 

FoM Event last year, we are delighted to co-host this Retreat again in 2017. This time around we have an 

even wider representation and a healthy increase in the number of co-hosts - Bangladesh, Chile, Czech 

Republic, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Kenya, Moldova and Switzerland – who will inform and enrich our 

discussions. A special vote of thanks to Mexico for hosting this important retreat. 

 

Our overall objective of the 2017 FoM Retreat is to contribute to a successful FFD Forum in May and to 

facilitate as well as strengthen the implementation of the Addis Agenda - an integral part of the 2030 

Agenda for sustainable development and cornerstone to achieve the global SDGs. 

 

In this light, we agreed for this retreat to:  

 Discuss and analyse the 2nd Inter-agency Task Force (IATF) Report on FFD in-depth,  

 Have discussions on the 2nd Annual ECOSOC FFD Forum modalities, 

 Encourage informal and multi-stakeholder engagement on key issues of the FFD agenda 

 

The Addis Agenda and the subsequent FFD process carry significant, political importance and are 

absolutely indispensable for the successful implementation of the 2030 Agenda. They provide for the 

means of implementation and enjoy increasing global visibility – something which we would like to scale 

even further.  

 

The 2030 Agenda gives us a unique chance as well as a huge challenge: We can be the first generation to 

succeed in ending poverty, just as we may be the last to have a chance of saving the planet. And the 

keyword here is “We”. Governments alone cannot implement this global agenda. We need the high 

involvement of many non-governmental actors including businesses, academia, civil society and others.  

 

We know that the there is a huge financing gap. According to PGA Peter Thomson at the  SDG Financing 

Lab this week, 6 billion Dollars a year are needed to finance  the 2030 Agenda.  



 

To get there, two core issues are central for the FFD track. First and foremost, domestic resources are the 

main pillar of financing sustainable development. Domestic resource mobilization calls for increased 

bilateral and multilateral support to capacity development in this area. Germany pursues a holistic 

approach, by not only considering revenues but also their efficient, transparent and fair spending.  

 

Next to domestic resources also international public finance remains crucial. Let me point out that 

Germany has reached a very important milestone of our international development, we achieved an 

Addis commitment - now spending 0.7% of GNP on ODA for 2016. 

 

However, public finance alone will not suffice to realize sustainable development. We need to mobilize 

additional private investments geared towards sustainable development. When talking about the 

mobilization of private investment we should not restrict ourselves to talking about quantity, but 

importantly also about quality of financing. Minister Müller, the German Minister for Economic 

Cooperation and Development, has just presented the Marshall Plan with Africa, giving special attention 

to mobilizing private investments to Africa, especially to the most vulnerably countries.  

 

Germany remains strongly committed to Addis and FFD, with key support in the development of strategic 

elements, like the IATF Retreat in Glen Clove and the IATF online annex.  

 

The 2017 IATF Report gives us the opportunity to look at the Addis implementation in more detail - what 

works, what does not and where gaps are. So, I am very excited to learn from you about your inputs and 

insights. Particularly interesting and enriching to the debate are in-country experiences and practical 

examples, which is why I am especially pleased to have reps from capitals attending our event, who I 

would like to encourage to share their views with us during the next two days.  

 

FFD has many supporters, in many countries, with many practical lessons – Addis highlights the need for 

concerted, global action and has shifted thinking in global development finance. It recognizes the role 

and importance of global partnerships in meeting the SDGs.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen - Global challenges require global responses - across borders, across disciplines, 

across sectors. So joining our efforts with the private sector, philanthropists, civil society and other actors 

should come natural and bears huge, untapped potential. It must not remain a lofty statement of intent 

by world leaders but rather should translate into concrete action.  

 



Germany fully supports engagement and cooperation with non-state actors and emphazizes the 

importance of partnership as outlined in the 2030  Agenda. We call for an active, inclusive role of both, 

state and non-state actors. As one concrete example of this commitment, we have reaffirmed our 

cooperation with non-traditional development partners and signed an MoU with the Gates Foundation 

last month.  

 

We believe that multi-stakeholder participation can truly come to life in spaces like our FoM Retreat and 

adds value. An inclusive FfD process creates synergies, innovation, and wider, sustainable development 

finance, especially when it is based on and learns from effective in country implementation. In this light, 

the IATF report is an important achievement and moves into the right direction.  

 

I look forward to the discussions and outcomes of this retreat. 

 

Thank you very much 

 


